Geospatial Open Data Technical Workgroup Meeting (2nd Meeting)
August 24, 2017

Attendees:
Tim Minter, DSHS
Cort Daniel, Pierce County
Jeff Holden, DNR
Julie Jackson, WSDOT
Christina Kellum, ECY
Winston McKenna, LNI
Allan Johnson, COM
Joanne Markert, OCIO


The meeting started with a little chit-chat. To simulate that chit-chat, here is a bit fun reading: Extroverts Prefer Plains, Introverts Like Mountains (From the Strange Maps folks at Big Think and The Washington Post)

Update on the Data Shift Issue
1. A data shift will occur if the OD admin has applied “beta functionality for local projections” for their services
1. The bug (Bug #?) should be addressed in the next ArcGIS Online update (scheduled for September 19, 2017).
1. Users that want to use Open data and the “beta functionality local projection” will have the ability to set the proper datum transformation during the publishing of the services. If the services are already published they will need to be published again with the datum transformation set.  We will then use this projection and transformation information each time the service is queried or downloaded, no shift.  The only difference in the data downloaded and the data in the service will be that it will be specified as a “custom” projection and transformation.

Web Accessible Standards
1. Joanne will provide update from discussions with WATech Accessibility person at the next Geospatial Portal Steering Committee on Sept 14.  Notes from those meetings are posted on the OCIO website.

Demo/Discussion of the Administration side of managing an open data site
1. Jeff Holden (DNR) provided a demo of how DNR built their site (I think he emailed out documentation after our first meeting).
0. http://data-wadnr.opendata.arcgis.com/ 
0. DNR’s Open Data site references services that are hosted on DNR’s servers. 
0. Their Open Data site is intended to entirely replace their former data download page. 
0. Jeff’s presentation generated much discussion about coordinate systems. From the coordinate system of the source data to the map service to the item in Open Data. (Julie’s note: I was surprised that not all of DNR’s services were published in Web Mercator. I didn’t a little digging after the meeting and indeed, some of their data is in State Plane. If the service is published in State Plane, it appears to download in State Plane. This whole topic needs a little more careful research and experimentation on my part. DNR’s Forest Health Aerial Survey is an example of a non-webmercator service.)
1. Tim Minter (DSHS) Overview of DSHS management of Open Data 
1. http://gdl-wadshs.opendata.arcgis.com/
1. Services are hosted in AGO… which makes updates a little more complicated (Julie’s personal opinion… simply because AGO likes to be fussy sometimes.)
1. Uses standard disclaimer text throughout. 
1. Uses a clean, minimalist approach
1. Note from Tim:  Send AGO update procedure to participants

Post Meeting Research
During the meeting I had questions for the group about whether or not anyone had implemented Google Analytics to track usage of their Open Data site. I found the following resources:
1. Google Analytics for Beginners: https://analytics.google.com/analytics/academy/course/6  Take this course to get your bearings with how Google Analytics works, of if you need to talk to your web team and you want to sound like you know what you are talking about. 
1. Tracking Engagement with ArcGIS Open Data: https://www.youtube.com/embed/HLEtOvxr2nc Watch this video to learn about what you can track if you add a Google Analytics tracking code to your open data site. If it works as advertised you can use the results to refine how you tag items in your Open Data site based on the way people interact with your site. I highly recommend this video (but if you have never used Google Analytics, you should work your way through the first couple of chapters of the Google Analytics for Beginners course first.)


Next Steps / Future Meeting topics
1. There is a need to develop a standard disclaimer that we can all use on our site. 
1. Need to develop guidance on effective tagging.
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Next Meeting:  Sept 20, 2017; 10:00-11:30 AM; 1500 Jefferson – Room 2331

